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is even redder because It has been watered with the blood
of various generations of soldiers; that the gold represents
the glory of Spain and the monarchy. And now, render the
honours. Prepare arms! Aim! Fire!"
A few final words from the King concerning military
solidarity, and the 494 students took an oath of allegiance
to the flag.
The precision and rhythm with which the cadets
manoeuvred produced surprise.
"We have never seen anything like it," assured the King
In congratulating General Franco on that extraordinarily
beautiful and martial spectacle. He Invited the battalion of
cadets to go to Madrid to serve as Palace guard.
On the occasion of the death of the Queen Mother,
General Franco published the following extraordinary order:
4'Gentlemen cadets} the death to-day of Her Royal
Majesty the Queen Dona Maria Cristlna, constitutes a day
of mourning for the nation and of grieving for all good
Spaniards.
"The attachment of the Spanish people and her army to
so august a Queen Is so great, that fitting words fail me in
this moment of sentiment and sorrow.
"Since the year 1879, when by her marriage to Don
Alfonso XII she assumed the Spanish crown, her person
presided over the most important events of the life of our
nation, and it was upon the death of her august husband In
the year 1885 when, with the regency, she placed upon her
shoulders the heavy burden of governing Spain. She lived
and suffered with it, having the most violent tempests to
subdue, In which to the preoccupations of the destiny of the
nation, she united that of the care and education of the child
King, to whom she turned over the crown In May of 1902
after seventeen years of regency. And following the solemn
act of investiture, our King, with the applause of the people.